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Abstract

The Levels of Recalling Characters from Cultural Heritage in
Ahmad Swelam's Poetry

Ahmad Swelam is one of the poets who are greatly
interested in employing cultural heritage in their poetry. This is
very clear in his collection where he depends a lot on
employing characters from heritage.

This research investigates the various levels of recalling
these characters in Swelam's poetry. It starts by an
infroduction to heritage, its importance and the significance
of using it in literature. Then, it moves to Swelam's poetry
defining the various religious, historical, folkloric and literary
sources where he gets his characters.

The research then moves to the ways in which the poet '
employs his characters. First, he selects the character
features that suit the experience expressed in the poem. He
may use one of the character's qualities, some events of ifs
life, some of its sayings or even its general significance.

Enough light is shed on the types of employing
characters from heritage, once as an aspect of an image, d
correlative for a dimension of the poet's experience, or the
center around which the poem moves.

The idea of resorting to different ‘pronouns’ fo indicate
characters is also discussed in the research. Swelam would
sometimes recall the character through the third person
pronouns (he/him or she/her or it or they/ them), second
person pronoun ( You ) or first person pronouns ( |/me or
we/us ) which turn the recalled characters info masks. Each
of the levels of recalling characters has certain features and
a particular approach of handling.
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